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ORDINANGE No. 147 y.s. !

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE INSTALLATION OR CONSTRUC-
TION OF SIGNS, CLOCKS AND O1HER ADVERTISING MATILR ON
OR ABOUT BUILDINGS OR OVZR AND UPON PUBLIC STREETS OR
PRIVA'YYL PROPBRTY AND PROVIDING FOR THEIR INSPLCTION
" AND REPSALING COMFLICTING ORDINANCES:

The City Council of the City of E1l Paso De Robles does ordain

as follows:

SKCTION 1: No sign, transparency, advertisement or sign de-
vice included in any of the classes set forth in Section»s of this
ordinance shall be hereafter constructed, placed, reconstructed or
allowed on or about the exterior of any building or other structure,
or over ahy sidewalk, public thoroughfare, in the Clty of El Paso
de Robles, unless such sign has been approved or drawings to scale
of thé p;oposed sign, together with such information relative to
the dimensions, welght, position, structure and method of attaching
to the bullding of such sign as may be required,fshall, befofe the

—  work commence, have first been submitted to the Building Inspector,

and permission shall have been obtained for the erectlon thereofl
from said Inspector; temporary signs, sdvertisements or flags, may,
however, be suspended over the sidewalk in front of a building or
premises upon holidays, election days and &ays‘of public parade or
display when the same shall be placed and secured in a manner satis-
factory to the Chief of the Iire Devartment and Building Inspector,

- and shall be removed immedla tely thereafter.

SECTION 2: It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector,
upon the filing of drawings and specificatlions as provided in Sec-
tion 1, to examine such drawings and specifications and, 1f necessary,
the premises upon which 1t 1s proposed to erect the sign, and if it
shall appear that the proposed sign is in accordance with all ordin-
ances of the City of E1 Paso de Robles relating thereto, the Building
Inspector shall issue a permit for the erection of the sign, pro-

vided that when such proposéd sign is intended to be used in con-

nection with electricity, before the issuance of a permit therefor,



the Building Inspector shall proceed to examine said sign, or plans
and specifications for salid sign, and if found to be in accordarnce
with all ordinances regarding electrical construction, and possess-
Ing the requlrod lliuminntlum qualitics, shall approve same nand no
permit shall be issued for such signs without such approval.
SECTION 3: Sifns requiring a permit for erection as provided
in Sections 1 and 2 are classified as follows:
l. All signs fastened to Lhe exterlor of buildings.
2. All signs projecting over sidewalks or public
thoroughfares, except metal drum siens, projecting not
over 4 inches and having a surface area not to exceed
2 square fect,
3. All signs erected on roofs.
4. All signs intended to be used in connection
wiéh electricity.
SECTION 4: All electric slpns must be consbructed in every

respect in accordance with the requirements of the regulations of

— the Industrial Accident Commission of the State of California from

time to time in effect. All signs that are delivered on the Jjob
completed or.assembled ready for installation must be inspected be-
fore erection and must bear the Underwriter's Labratory label and
accord with the National Electric Code Specifications before erec-
tion or installation or before a permlit for the same 1s granted.

SECTION 5: It shall be unlawful for any person, company or
corporatioh hereafter to place or maintain upon or attach to sny
bullding or premises any Sign, advertisement, transparekcy or bul-
letin board which shall project ovef or upon the sidewalk, except
such as are embraced within the followling classes:

Class A: Flat or curved or drum signs, incandesceﬁt lights
signs . and transparencies with safe or secure fastenings for their
whole 1eﬁgth parallel to the front of the buildings and not pro-
jeqting therefrom over the sidewalk more than fouf and one-helfl
(4%) inches when nlaced less than eight (8) feet above the sidewalk

and not projecting more than twelve (12) inches when placed eight



(8) feet or more above the sidewalk.

Class B: Pole signs or barber's mechanical sign projecting
not more than Twelve (12) inches from the building.

Class C: Horizontal electric signs must be equipped for illum-
ination. The aggregate rated candle power of the lamps used in
11luminating signs must equal not less than Eight (8) cendle power
per square foot of area of the illuminated portion of the sign
(provided that in the case of a double faced Interiorly illuminateq
.sign'such area shall be the area of only one face thereof).

Sald horizontal electric signs shall not project over the
sidewalk area nearer than Two (2) feet from the outer edge of the
curb line, provided that no such sign shall project more than Ten
(10) feet from the property line, and no part of said slgn shall be
less than Ten (10) feet above the sidewaik. Sald sign and its
supporting members shall be made entirely of metal and other non-
combustible and noncorrosive materials and the construction of and
manner of installation and support shall conform to the requirements
of Section 4 of this ordinance.

Said sign and metal frame shall be attached to the building
or to a tripod mast or structure 6f substantial design with through
bolts or other fittings approved by the City Building Inspector.'
gll frame members, guys, braces or other supports of such signs,
shall be of iron or steel, galvanized or covered with noncorrosive
paint or weather proofing incombustible material, and of sufficient
strength to adequately sustain such sign.

No projeéting sign of this class shall have an exposed area
to exceed Fifty (50) square feet.

Class D: For‘the purpose of this ordinance, gll electric signs,
other than horizontal electric signs, shall be considered vertical
electric signs. Vertical electric signs shall conform in every
respect in regard to materials, character of construction of sign,
Supports, exposed area limitation, and amount of illumination to the
. requlrements of signs of Class C. Vertical electric signs shall have
no part thereof less than Ten (10) feet above the éidewalk and shall
project no more than Six (6) feet from the property line, except

that, upon proper showing of the necessity thereof, the City Council
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may, by resolution, issue a permit for a "Class D" slgn which shall
pro ject no more.than‘éight (8) feet from the property line.

Class E: T'lat or curved wire mesh signs with flat or raised
letters may bé extended from the Tront of one bay window above the
first story to any adjacent bay window of the same bullding, pro-
vided the projection of the sirn from the front of the bay windows
be not more than six inches.

Class ¢ Wooden sipgns shall be fastened flat against the wall
of a building or in front Qf, or on top of the cornice over a first
story show window and when exceeding two feet in height shall not
exceed 40'square feet in area.

SECTION 6: DNo electric sign shall be used or maintained which
has less than 90% of the sockets installed effective while same 1is
illuminated.

SEéTION 7: Any letter, word, model, sign, device or represen-
tatlon in the nature of an advertisement, announcement or directlon,
supported or attached wholly or in part over or above any wall,
building or structure, shall be decmed to be a sky-sign.

Ail sky-signs must be placed not less than four (4) feet with-
in the inner line of the fire walls of such building. (For the pur-
poses of this ordinance the ornamentqtion wall on the front of a
bullding shall be deemed to be a fire wall). Such sign must be so
constructed that is bottom line shall be not less than six (6) feet
sbove the roof and not'less than eleven (11) inches above the top
of the parapet, blocking course, or rgiling of said fire walls and
so that there shall be a clear space of not less than six () feet
between all uprights supporting said silgn, as well as between all
braces thereof, and a clear space of not less than four (4) feet be-
tween either end of said sign and sny point on the fire wall or edgoe
of the roof adjacent thereto, such sign and all framework and bracing
thereof shall be of metal and securely bolted and fastened to the
roof on which it is installed and so designed to withstand a wind
pressure of not less than 30 lbs. for each square foot of exposed

surface,
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All sky-signs which are electrically lighted shall comply in
all respects as regards materials and character of construction of
sald sign and illumination requirements for signs of Class C of
Section 5 of this ordinance.

SECTION 8: 'Upon the completion of any sign, or other device,
mentioned in Section 3 of this ordinence, requiring a permit for
erection, the party to whom the permit 1s granted shall notify
the Bullding Inspector. If sald sign, clock or other device com-
plies with the ordinances of the City relating thereto, said
Bullding Tnspector shall issue certificates of satisfactory in-
spection covering respectively the structural asnd electrical
features of same upon payment of the respective inspection fees
prescribed herein;

Fees for the permit and inspection of the Bullding Imspector
shall be charged as follows:

All wood signs, the sum of.......e000...$1.00

Vertical electric signs, the sum of..... 2.50

Horlzontal electric signs, the sum of... 2.50

Electric "Sky-signs," the sum of........ 5.00

Other "Sky-signs,", the sum of.......... 2.50

Fees for the permit and inspection by the Bullding Inspector
at the time of eréction of saild sign, clock or device shall be
pald when permit is granted.

Such electrical inspection shall be repeated when necessary
thereafter, No fee for such reinspection shall be charged. It shall
be the duty of said Inspectbr at the time of such reinspection to
note the condition of the sign or defice and 1ts support and order
any changes or repairs which in his opinion are necessary to make
sald sign or device safe and in complience with the. provisions of
this ordinance. Upon neglect or refusal to make any changes or
repalrs required as above herein stated, the Building Inspector,
upon his own motion shall cancel the permit therefore granted
for the erection and maintenance of sald sign or device, and it
shall then be unlawful to continue the use of the same until

the said changes have been complied with and a new



permit has been secured from the Building Inspector.

Electflc current supn»lying any sign, or other device shall not
be turned on until the certificate of satisfactory inspectlion has
beeh lssued by the Inspector, excopt by speclal permisslon of sald
Inspector for the'purpose of testing said sign or device.

. SLCTION 9: All signs attached to a building shall be fastened
directly to the walls by well secured metal anchors; or galvanized
stranded wire shall be used excluslvely when such signs require
bracing. Wooden supports or braces shall not be permitted. Any
person, company or corporation maintaining a sign or advertisement
upon-or in front of the premises of which he 1s the owner or occu-
pant, or over which he has control, shall, upon notlice from the
Building Inspector, cause such signs or advertlsements to be placed,
secured and fastened in such a manner as the Bullding Inspector may
dlrect. In case of failure to comply with such notification, the
Bullding Inspector is authorized to cause the removnl Torthwith of
such sign or advertisement; such authority, however, shall not affect
the penalties herein imposed uvon the person, company or corporation
officers thereof for a violation of the provisions of this section.

SECTION 10: It shall be the duty of every person, firm or
corporation who‘may erect any sign or structure, as set forth in
this ordinance, to afford ample means and aczomodations for the pur-
pose of inspecting such work at time of completion and at any other
time it may be in the judgment of the Buillding Inspector necessary
to make such inspection. |

SECTION 11: The Building Inspector, Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment or Chief of Police or their representatives shall have the
right to enter at any time on offilcial businass any bullding used
for theatrical or operatic purposes or for public entertainment of
any kind, wherein any sign or device is attached or maintained, as
set forth in this ordinaﬁce.

SECTION 12: Where there are practical difficulties in the way
of carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance, so that the

spirit of the ordinance is complied with, the public safety secured



and substantial justice done, the Building Inspector shall have the
discretionary power to vary or modlfy the speclllications hereinabove
set forth to accommodate any condition not herein provided for; but
no such deviation shall be nllowed unless il received the sanctlon
of the City Council.

SIECTION 13: This ordinance shall not be construed to relleve
from, or lessen the responsibility of any person, firm or corporation
- owning, maintaining, overating, constructing or installing any silgn,
clock, or other device mentioned herein for damages to life or prop-
erty caused by any defect therein; nor shall the City of El Paso de
Robles, nor any agent thereof, be held as assuming any liability by
reason of the Inspection required herein.

SECTION 14: Nelther the Building Inspector, nor any of his
authorized agents, nor any authorized agent of the City of El Paso
de Robles as mentioned in Section 11 of this ordinance, shall be
held personally liable for any real or fancied loss or damage to
any person or property on account of any action lawfully performed
by them as such officials, and they shall each be entitled to the
full legal counsel and suprort of the Clty Attorney in any action
at law in connection therewith.

SECTION 15: It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or cor-
poration to erect, constriuct, or maintain or to cause or permit to
be erected, constructed or maintained uvon any lot or parcel 6f
leand in any R-1 District, R-2 District, or R-3 District, as defined
by the zoning ordinances of the City of El Paso de Robles, any ad-
vertlsing structure, sky-sign, or electric sign, or any other sign
. or device other than such as is or may be hereafter permitted by
sald zoning ordinances. All other ordinances and parts of ordinances
in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby re-
pesaled.

SuCTION 16: It shall be unlawful to park on, or move in snd
along, any street or public highway in the City of k1 Paso de Aobles,
any truck, trailer, carriage, wagon, sled, set of skids, or other

vehicle on which has been mounted any sipgn displaying any advertising



matter, unless such vehicle be used primarily for the purpose of
transporting goods or persons, or such use 1s involved in a single
1solated movement of a sign board or sign equipment from one
place to another within the City. The parking of any such
vehlcle on eny public street, or the movement of any such vehicle
L“ in and along any publlc street, for the sole or primary purpose
of displaylng advertising matter is declared to be smilsance and
a hazard to the public health end safety.
SECTION 17: Any person, firm or corporation violating any
of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed gullty of s
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by
a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by
Imprisonment in the City Jall for a period of not more than Six
(6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this S 2 day of ¢/, ., ./, 1950.

CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES

B - %«2@/@@@

ATTEST:

CITY RK

-~
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‘STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO
CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES

.
& .

I So..R.. . Tucker

» City Clerk of the City of

El Paso de Robles, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing.....Qrdinancae.. .

Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, California, at a regular meeting of said City

Council held at the regular meeting place thereof, on the....5th ... day, of...._Juna.

19.50.__, by the following vote:

! o AYES: Councilmen.......... Gates,..Gerst, .Qttoson..and..Smart

NOES: Councilmen Nine

ABSENT: Councilmen..._Thurlby

. Dated this......5%h__ day of

June , 19.50

T

City Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Gi
City of El Paso de Robles, State of California.



